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DECLARATION OF ALAN PLOFSKY IN OPPOSITION TO MOTION TO QUASH
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I, Alan Plofsky, declare:

1. I am the Executive Director and General Counsel of the Connecticut State Ethics

Commission.  I have held those positions since March 1, 1988.  I submit this declaration in support of

the California Fair Political Practices Commission’s opposition to the motion to quash filed by the

Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa Rancheria.

2. The Connecticut State Ethics Commission is one of the principal agencies established to

build and maintain the confidence of Connecticut citizens in the integrity of their state government.

The Ethics Commission was created to administer and enforce the State's Codes of Ethics, Connecticut

General Statutes Chapter 10, Parts I and II.  The Codes became effective January 1, 1978.  The Ethics

Commission (a seven-member citizen panel) administers and enforces a Code of Ethics for Public

Officials and State Employees, including conflict of interests provisions, post-state employment

restrictions and financial disclosure requirements.  It also administers and enforces a Code of Ethics for

Lobbyists, including a ban on gifts from lobbyists to public officials, state employees and members of

their staff and families.

3. Among those who must register and report to the Ethics Commission are “client

lobbyists.”  A client lobbyist is an individual, business, corporation, union, association, firm,

partnership, committee, club or other organization or group of persons which, on its own behalf,

expends or agrees to expend two thousand dollars or more in any calendar year for administrative

and/or legislative lobbying and activities in furtherance of lobbying.  In Connecticut, lobbying is

generally defined as "communicating directly or soliciting others to communicate with any official or

his staff in the legislative or executive branch of government or in a quasi-public agency, for the

purpose of influencing any legislative or administrative action."  Each client lobbyist is required to

register with the Ethics Commission every two years or prior to the commencement of lobbying,

whichever is later.  There is a $150 registration fee covering the two-year period.  Each client lobbyist

must also file, with the State Ethics Commission, financial reports of lobbying activities.

4. In the State of Connecticut, two Native American Indian tribes operate large, Las Vegas-

style gambling casinos on their tribal lands.  The Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation operates the

Foxwoods Casino, and the Mohegan Sun Tribe operates the Mohegan Sun Casino.




